To: Wisconsin Fourth Grade Teachers

Herebés a county fair teaching kit for yolt to | ¢
includes lesson plans, material and worksheets which you can copy for your students. It

meets DPI Standards for Social Studies and English which are listed in this packet as easy

reference for you. These materials are also available in an electronic form on our website

listed at the bottom of this page.

Wi sconsinds coumpwprtants par étorp fror degades ddirahbve 6 s  h i
brought rural and urban people together for the purpose of having fun. But fairs are more

than just entertainment. They provide an invaluable learning experience for youth. Those

who participate in fairs learn about youth/adult cooperation, winning and losing in competition

and about the communities in which they live.

This learning packet acquaints students with county fairs. It is designed to encourage
students and their families to attend and patrticipate in their local county fair either as an
exhibitor or as a visitor. The diverse activities in the packet will help students develop
reading and comprehension skills, think creatively, and apply new information to their
communities.

In addition to this packet, your local Wisconsin Fair has a DVD explaining fairs as well. You
can gain access to this 15-minute informational DVD by contacting your local Wisconsin fair.
That contact information is at the end of this packet.

You may wish to incorporate the materials in this packet into other units on Wisconsin history
or use the county fairs materials as a stand-alone unit. The most opportune part of the
school year to use the packet would be in the late spring, right before the Wisconsin fair
season starts.

In addition to the teaching packet and learning activities it contains, you will find a brochure

listing the dates, the location and a contact for each of the county fairs in the state. The other

brochures relate to the fair entertainment schedule and the Fairest of the Fairs program.

Brochures for the coming fair season are updated each spring. If you have any questions

about your countyébés fair, call the contact per
guestions regarding this teaching kit, contact:

Jayme Buttke, Executive Secretary
Wisconsin Association of Fairs
608-274-6228
wifairs@sbcglobal.net
www.wifairs.com



mailto:wifairs@sbcglobal.net
http://www.wifairs.com/

4™ Grade Teachers

Are you looking for a complete teaching tool that incorporates:
-Learning objectives with competencies that meet DPI standards
-Teaching and learning activities that are fun
-History of fairs in Wisconsin Association of Fairs
-Learning about your home communityds whol es
-Youth working to accomplish goals

Then this ATake us to the Fairo packet produce
you. Included are masters of learning activities and general information, brochures and

contacts where to call or write for additional information. Other reference items include a list

of learning objectives, competencies, and DPI standards which are met by this unit.

This packet of information is broken into sections. These sections include:
- Notes for the Teacher
- Lesson Plans
- Information on Fairs (which you can make copies of for your students)
- Worksheets
- Answer Keys

Some county fairs offer school exhibit areas. . .a place to showcase projects that your
students have done. Contact your local fair secretary to find out more information. The
contact information is located in the back of this packet.



Learning Objectives

County Fairs

This unit deals with the history of and activities offered at Wisconsin County Fairs. Topics
include history of the fairs, history of the Ferris wheel, fair facts, family entertainment value,
and an explanation of youth groups.

Objectives

- To acquaint students with the history of fairs around the world, in the United States,
and in Wisconsin.

- Toincrease student awareness of available activities and projects showcased at fairs.

- To increase student awareness and understanding the value of fairs.

- To help students apply new information to the communities in which they live.

- To help students develop an appreciation for adult and youth cooperation, striving for
quality in their work, winning and losing in competition, family activities, youth group
participation, and rural and urban cooperation

- To assist students in developing reading and comprehension skill, creativity through
drawing and other activities.

Competencies
At the conclusion of this unit, students will be able to:
- Recall various activities that occur and several projects that are seen at fairs;
- ldentify various youth groups that participate in fairs;
- Apply new information to the communities in which they live;
- Appreciate adult and youth cooperation, family activities, youth group participation,
and rural and urban cooperation;
- Draw scenes of a fair using their imaginations;
- Complete crossword puzzles, word finds, and secret code exercises using vocabulary
words they learned in the packet.

DPI Standards
At the conclusion of this unit, students will have met the following DPI standards:

Applying the Academic Standards across the Curriculum:
Teachers in every class should expect and encourage the development of these shared
applications, both to promote the learning of the subject content and to extend learning
across the curriculum. These applications fall into five general categories.
1. Application of the Basics
2. Ability to Think
- Problem-Solving
- Critical, creative and analytical thinking
- Il magining places, times, and situations
3. Skill in Communication
- Receiving and acting on instructions, plans, and models
- Communicating with a variety of tools and skills
4. Production of Quality Work
- Acquiring and using information



- Creating quality products and performances
- Revising products and performances
- Developing and pursuing positive goals
5. Connections with Community
- Preparing for work and lifelong learning
- Contributing to the aesthetic and cultural life of the community

Content Standard Social Studies

Standard B-History: Time, Continuity, and Change
Content Standard: Students in Wisconsin will learn about the history of Wisconsin, the
United States, and the world, examining change and continuity over time in order to
develop historical perspective, explain historical relationships, and analyze issues that
affect the present and the future.

A

B.4.7 ldentify and describe important events and famous people in Wisconsin and
United States history

Standard E-The Behavioral Sciences: Individuals, Institutions, and Society
Content Standard: Students in Wisconsin will learn about the behavioral sciences by
exploring concepts from the discipline of sociology, the study of the interactions among
individuals, groups, and institutions; the discipline of psychology, the study of factors that
influence individual identity and learning; and the discipline of anthropology, the study of
cultures in various times and settings.

A

A

> >

E.4.2 Explain the influence of factors such as family, neighborhood, personal
interests, language, likes and dislikes, and accomplishments on individual identity
and development

E.4.5 Identify and describe institutions such as school, church, police, and family
and describe their contributions to the well being of the community, state, nation,
and global society

E.4.9 Explain how people learn about others who are different from themselves
E.4.11 Give examples and explain how language, stories, folk tales, music, and
other artistic creations are expressions of culture and how they convey knowledge
of other peoples and cultures

E.4.12 Give examples of important contributions made by Wisconsin citizens,
United States citizens, and world citizens

E.4.13 Investigate and explain similarities and differences in ways that cultures
meet human needs

Standard D-Economics: Production, Distribution, Exchange, Consumption
Content Standard: Students in Wisconsin will learn about production, distribution,
exchange, and consumption so that they can make informed economic decisions.

A

A

D.4.6 Identify the economic roles of various institutions, including households,
businesses, and government

D.4.7 Describe how personal economic decisions, such as deciding what to buy,
what to recycle, or how much to contribute to people in need, can affect the lives of
people in Wisconsin, the United States, and the world



Content Standard English Language Arts
Standard A (Reading/Literature)
Content Standard: Students in Wisconsin will read and respond to a wide range of writing
to build an understanding of written materials, of themselves, and of others.
A.4.3 Read and discuss literary and nonliterary texts in order to understand human
experience.

A Demonstrate the ability to integrate general knowledge about the world and
familiarity with literary and nonliterary texts when reflecting upon life's
experiences

A Identify and summarize main ideas and key points from literature,
informational texts, and other print and nonprint sources

A Distinguish fiction from nonfiction, realistic fiction from fantasy, biography
from autobiography, and poetry from prose

A Select a variety of materials to read for discovery, appreciation, and
enjoyment, summarize the readings, and connect them to prior knowledge
and experience

A.4.4 Read to acquire information.

A Summarize key details of informational texts, connecting new information to
prior knowledge

A Identify a topic of interest then seek information by investigating available
text resources

Standard B (Writing)
Content Standard: Students in Wisconsin will write clearly and effectively to share
information and knowledge, to influence and persuade, to create and entertain.
B.4.1 Create or produce writing to communicate with different audiences for a variety
of purposes.

A Write nonfiction and technical pieces (summaries, messages, informational
essays, basic directions, instructions, simple reports) that convey essential
details and facts and provide accurate representations of events and
sequences

A Write expressive pieces in response to reading, viewing, and life

experiences (narratives, reflections, and letters) employing descriptive detalil
and a personal voice
Write creative pieces (poetry, fiction, and plays) employing basic aesthetic
principles appropriate to each genre
Write in a variety of situations (timed and untimed, at school and at home)
and adapt strategies, such as revision and the use of reference materials, to
the situation
A Use a variety of writing technologies, including pen and paper as well as
computers
A Write for a variety of readers, including peers, teachers, and other adults,
adapting content, style, and structure to audience and situation
B.4.3 Understand the function of various forms, structures, and punctuation marks of
standard American English and use them appropriately in communications.
A Understand and use parts of speech effectively, including nouns, pronouns,
and adjectives
A Use adverbials effectively, including words and phrases
A Employ principles of agreement related to number, gender, and case

>

>
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Capitalize proper nouns, titles, and initial words of sentences

Use punctuation marks and conjunctions, as appropriate, to separate
sentences and connect independent clauses

Use commas correctly to punctuate appositives and lists

Spell frequently used words correctly

Use word order and punctuation marks to distinguish statements, questions,
exclamations, and commands

Standard C (Oral Language)
Content Standard: Students in Wisconsin will listen to understand and will speak clearly
and effectively for diverse purposes.
C.4.1 Orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different
audiences for a variety of purposes.

> D>

> >

Identify and discuss criteria for effective oral presentations, including such
factors as eye contact, projection, tone, volume, rate, and articulation

Read aloud effectively from previously-read material

Speaking from notes or a brief outline, communicate precise information and
accurate instructions in clearly organized and sequenced detail

Present autobiographical or fictional stories that recount events effectively to
large and small audiences

Participate in group readings, such as choral, echo, and shadow reading
Perform dramatic readings and presentations

Distinguish between fact and opinion and provide evidence to support
opinions

C.4.2 Listen to and comprehend oral communications.

> >

> >

>
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Follow basic directions

Identify and summarize key points of a story or discussion

Retell stories and reports of events in proper sequence

Follow sequence in plot and character development, predict outcomes, and
draw conclusions

Recall the content of stories after hearing them, relate the content to prior
knowledge, and answer various types of factual and interpretive questions
about the stories

Distinguish fact from fantasy and fact from opinion

Understand increasingly complex sentence structures

Understand a variety of word structures and forms, such as affixes, roots,
homonyms, antonyms, synonyms, and word analogies

C.4.3 Participate effectively in discussion.

>

I > I

Volunteer relevant information, ask relevant questions, and answer
qguestions directly

Use appropriate eye contact and other nonverbal cues

Use appropriate strategies to keep a discussion going

Reflect on the ideas and opinions of others and respond thoughtfully
Ask for clarification and explanation of unfamiliar words and ideas
Summarize information conveyed through discussion



County Fairs Lesson Plan

This is designed like a lesson plan. It will take you through the county fair packet provided.
There is an outline, suggestions for discussions, and estimated time frames for the activities
and pages provided.

Due to the fact that this is sent to every 4™ grade class in the state of Wisconsin, it is difficult
to have the time-line customized for each school. Please adapt this to fit your time period
with the number of students you have. You are the expert in that field and will know what will
work best for your class.
If you are limited to a 40-50 minute time period, this unit will need to be spread over a couple
ofdays. Inthat case, you can al ways use the previous
introduction for the upcoming day.
Date:
Time:
Teacher:
Room:
Standards Met:
1. Introduction i 5 minutes
Here is an introduction that you can use to begin the County Fair Lesson Plan. This
introduction is designed to get students thinking about their experiences at the county

fair to build on what they already know.

AWhen | say 6écounty fairé what do you think
fair? What types of activitiescan you do there?0

(Most students will comment on the rides, games, food and animals)

Wi sconsi nbai rCouanrtey an i mportant part of our
fairs have brought rural (people from small towns) and urban (people from large cities)
together for the purpose of having a fund including seeing new technology and quality

exhibits and to do the types of things that you just mentioned.

But did you know that there is much more to a fair than the carnival rides, games and
food?

L e t akesa laok at the fair.

2. Information Sheets
The sheets are self-explanatory for the students. They have the information written in



a narrative manner. Listed below is a brief summary of what you can expect to find on
each sheet and an approximate length of time each will take. You can have the
students read the information out loud and go throw the sheets together as a class.
This will take the longer of the indicated times.

a. Fairs are Great Family Education & Entertainment i 5-10 minutes
I. T her edithatyou dnd your family can do at the fair

ii. You can reference the activities the students mentioned during the
introduction, and there is a list of items on the page.

iii. Activity T listed a the bottom of the page T 10-20 minutes for drawing;
10-20 minutes for sharing pictures
In the space below, draw a picture of you and your family enjoying one of
these activities at the fair.

b. Everyone Works Together & Learns at the Fair i 5-10 minutes
I. Fair projects i also known as exhibits; most are raised in the garden or
created at home

ii. Exhibitors 1 people who show their projects at the Fair

iii. Activity T listed at the bottom of the page T 10 minutes for writing; 10-20
minutes for sharing stories (depends on the size of the class)
Think of an older person who has helped you learn a new skill. The
person may have been a parent, aunt, uncle, grandparent, neighbor,
teacher, church leader, family friend, or someone else. Who was the
older person who helped you learn?

Write a short story about the special person and what he or she helped
you do. Share your stories with the class

C. Wisconsin Fairs Started in Waukesha i 5-10 minutes
i. Looks at the history of the first fair

ii. Looks at the history of Wisconsin Fairs
iii. Talks about premiums (award money)
iv. Talks about types of exhibits

1. projects

2. learning opportunities

3. educational/hands on activities

d. History of the Ferris Wheel i 5-10 minutes
i. When was it created

ii. Where did it debut



e.

iii. Activity T 5-10 minutes

Locate Waukesha on RemewbestbhbabWaslkesha Ma p .
County held thefir st County Fair in the state

What county do you live in? Find your county on a Wisconsin map.
What city hosts your annual county fair? Circle that city on the map.
What counties host two fairs?

iv. Activity
In the space below, draw a map showing how to get from your home in
your countyés fairgrounds.

Economic & Educational Fun Fair Facts i 5 minutes
i. Little known facts about the fair

3. Hands-on worksheets/activities

a.

Find the Animals at the Fair Word Search i 10-15 minutes

You can see lots of different animals at the fair. The puzzle is a list of
animals that you might find at your county fair. When you have found all the
animals, decorate the page by drawing the animals around the outside.

The answer key is provided in the answer key section of this packet.
County Fair Crossword Puzzle i 10-15 minutes

Demonstrate what you have learned about county fairs by filling in the
blanks. Put your answers in the crossword puzzle on the back of the page.
The answer key is provided in the answer key section of this packet.
What 6s t hei Qodesl mesgpged 10 minutes

Break the code and discover the message. There is a secret code on the
page, the letters on the top are the code and the letters beneath them will
reveal the real message.

After students find the message, they should make their own fair related
secret message for their friends to try to figure out.

The answer key is provided in the answer key section of this packet.

i
C



Fairs are Great Family Education & Entertainment

Have you ever seen a baby animal born?
Do you know where you food comes from?
You and your family can have a terrific

time together at the fair and at a very low
cost. In fact, in Wisconsin, the average

admission cost for a family of four at the :
fairsis$16. That 6s | ess than half of what it w
go to the movies. And thereds a | ot mor

do at the fair.
Here are just a few of the things you can do:

- See farm animals at the fair animal educational exhibit

- See baby animals at a birthing barn

- Visit arts and crafts displays

- Watch exhibitors show beef, sheep, hogs, dairy, goats, horses and more
at the livestock shows

- Take part in contests at the fair including things like Ag Olympics, Cricket
Spitting, scavenger hunts and more

- Watch horse races, tractor pulls, and demolition derbies from the fair
grandstand

- Have your face painted by a clown

Tak in th ival rides and ) v Y
- Take part in the carnival rides an 2

Take p -, .5
- Eat traditional fair foods like cotton 9

candy, caramel corn and snow cones or
each some new ethnic foods, deep fried W
candy bars or pickles

- Attend musical stage shows

- Watch juggling shows and stilt walkers

- Meet and make rural and urban friends

Activity:
On a separate page, draw a picture of you and your family enjoying one of
these activities at the fair.



Everyone Works Together & Learns Together at the Fair

Fairs are a wonderful place for people of all ages to work together and learn
from one another. A fair project is something that young people and adults can
work on together.

County fairs provide a place for people to show off what they have learned
through the projects they have worked on for months. Exhibitors at fairs may
exhibit traditional projects such as dairy, beef, horse, clothing, photography,
gardening, or crafts. Or they may exhibit non-traditional projects that deal with
the environment, energy, computers, aerospace, recycling, landscaping, and
much more.

These exhibitors range from young people through grandparents. In many
cases,youngerexhi bi t ors | earn Atricks of the tr
experienced exhibitors.

Youth group leaders also give guidance to young exhibitors. Youth groups are

any organization made up of young people and supervised by an adult leader.
Canyouthinkofanyyout h groups i n your commuhity?
FFA, FBLA, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, and various church youth groups. Those

are just a few; see if you can think of some more.

Activity:

Think of an older person who has helped you learn a new skill. The person may
have been a parent, aunt, uncle, grandparent, neighbor, teacher, church leader,
family friend, or someone else.

Who was the older person who helped you learn?

Write a short story about that special person and what he or she helped you do.
Share your stories with the class.




A Fair Beginning

Elkanah Watson was a farmer in Massachusetts who raised Merino Sheep on his farm
near Pittsfield. He was interested in improving the quality of raw wool. His passion for
agriculture continued as he established the first county fair in the United States in
1807 when he exhibited his two Merino Sheep on the public square in Pittsfield. Three
years later, he led the Berkshire Agricultural Society to sponsor another exhibition
which continued on to be what we consider a county fair.

Wisconsin® first county fair was held in Waukesha in 1842. At that fair, a handful of
exhibitors showed their agricultural exhibits. A total of $40 was awarded to exhibitors.

Wi s ¢ osiceunty fairs have come a long way since 1842, which was more than 160
years ago. In fact, in 2008, 51,641 exhibitors showed more than 386,447 exhibits.
The average total premium received per exhibitor was $15.70. About $895,000 was
awarded statewide to all exhibitors i quite a bit more than the $40 total in 1842.

The nature of exhibits has changed since Mr. Watson showed his two sheep.
Farmers are not the only people who get to show off the products of their hard work.
People of all ages from both town and country exhibit projects at their county fairs.

And although large farm animals still get a good showing at the fair, exhibitors bring
small animals too. Dogs, cats, rabbits, chickens, guinea pigs, and more are brought
to the fair to show them off as they compete for awards.

Crafty exhibitors display hand-sewn clothing articles, leather
crafts, woodworking, ceramics, paintings, and other arts.
Great gardeners bring beautiful floral arrangements and
prize-winning vegetables. Photography, computer and web
categories are bringing in a whole new group of technology driven
exhibitors.

The results of improved plant and livestock breeding programs, bio-
fuel production, organic growing, recycling, etc. are showcased at
the county fairs, and this is another way of educating the general
public. Environmentally conscious exhibitors first showcased new
ideas for recycling at the county fair. Today, many fairs not only
recycle, but are using recycled products throughout the grounds.
Great speakers and budding actors perform at the fairs to show
what they have learned through the year.

Today, these are just a few of the projects and activities you will see at the fair.
Maybe you will want to consider showing off your talents at the next county fair.



In class activity:
Locate Waukesha on a Wisconsin map.
What county do you live in? Find your county on a Wisconsin map.

What city hosts your annual county fair? Circle that city on the map.
What counties host two fairs?
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Activity:
On a separate page, draw a map showing how to get from your home to your

countyods fairgrounds.



History of the Ferris Wheel

The Ferris wheel may be one of the
greatest inventions of all time. It turned
100 years old in 1993.

George Washington Ferris, a civil
engineer from lllinois, invented the
Ferris wheel I n th
Ferris wheel was built for the 1893
Chicago Worl dbés Fai
the wheel was $300,000.

Mr . Ferriso ilargestnt i S ' -
wheel ever built at that time. It was the largest wheel bunt for over 100 years,
anditweighed 1, 300 tons (thatds about how mu«
together would weigh!) The Ferris wheel stood 25 stories high and held over

1,400 passengers. From the top of the ride, passengers could see 50 miles. It

took 20 minutes from the enormous wheel to make one complete turn.

After the Chicago World& Fair, the Ferris wheel was taken to the 1904 St. Louis
Exposition. After the Exposition, the wheel was returned to Chicago and
dismantled because it was just too expensive to
keep the wheel in operation. The metal from the
Ferris wheel was used to build a large ship, the
U.S.S. lllinois, during World War 1.

In 1999 the London Eye was completed. It is now

a landmark in the United Kingdom, and this wheel

weighs 1,600 tons making it the largest wheel ever
built.

The Ferris wheel has become a common ride that

Is associated with carnivals. A car ni v al I n
world has many favorite rides including bumper

cars, tilt-a-whirls, scramblers, carousels, and many

more. Even though a carnival has so many new

rides and attractions, when someone mentions the
word Ocarnival dé the Ferris
image that comes to mind.




Economic & Educational Fun Fair Facts

Did you Know?
A Wisconsin has 76 state-aided fairs every year. o=
There are 72 counties in Wisconsin. Seventy-
one of those counties hold county fairs in the
summer and fall. Five of those counties also *
host a district fair.

4
A County fairs have been in existence in Wisconsin _**.q-f ,
since 1842 and state aid has been a part of )

Wisconsin fairs since 1856. Exhibitors often

receive premiums (money awards) for their ' J{ * |
projects exhibited at the fair. The average LTSN |
exhibitors received $13.50 of premium money for . R —
their projects. In Wisconsin, the Legislature has el

a say in how much state-aided premiums county fairs receive. Between
75% - 80% of all county fair premiums are paid out to Junior exhibitors.
Fairs are responsible for finding money to cover the remainder of the
premiums.

A Over three million people attended county fairs in Wisconsin. The
economic impact of the 76 county and district fairs to the state of
Wisconsin amounts to approximately 150 million dollars annually. In
many counties, fairs are the main, annual social event for that county or
community.

A County fairs are a place for youth and adults to showoffpr oj ect s t he
worked on throughout the year. In 2008, over 51,641 exhibitors showed
over 386,447 exhibits.

A Youth education is the focal point of county fairs. Junior exhibitors have
educational project work, which may involve them from a few months to a
full year, and sometimes the projects can continue for even longer than
just a single year. They are members of 4-H, FFA, Scouts and many other
youth organizations with an educational program, with adult supervision.

A No two fairs are run the same. Some fairs are six days long that have
200,000 people attend while others are only four days long with 20,000
people. Although most fairs have rides, there are some that simply have
youth exhibits.



Name:

Class:

Find the Animals at the Fair

You can see lots of different animals at the fair.
Here are some you will find in this puzzle and at your county fair.

beef dairy sheep

dogs rabbits insects

cats turkeys poultry

hamsters geese swine

goats pigeons birds

horses cavies
H M A S T R S E A C AV I F
T O v C P Y M Z S I S J Z
U B R B I R D S T W T S Y I
R v A S G X D Y I N A K A R
K U bD T E W E N B A C R S S
E C A N O S E S B D Y J R F
Y A A P N G R F A Y I P E U
S V L T S D A I R Y H E T N
S I Q N S O B T R S F E S S
E E S J E R L R I E Y H M W
M S L G I u B Q E H R S A I
A M O T O A M B S B E E H A
G T L P J D S Y E K R T I N
E H O S E I N S E C T S W C
K I D S D A I R G O A T S O

Activity:
1. Find the animals listed in the puzzle above.

2. When you are finished finding all of the animals above, decorate the page by drawing
the animals around the outside.



Name:

Class:
County Fair Crossword Puzzle

Activity:
Demonstrate what you have learned about county fairs by filling in the blanks. Put
your answers in the crossword puzzle.

ACrg.ssliixhibitors may receive , Or cash rewards, as prizes for their exhibits at the
fair.
4. Built in 1893 for the_Chicagods Woeighddbs Fai
1,300 tons.
5. There are - county fairs in Wisconsin each year.
6. Elkanah showed the first farm animals at a small gathering in Pittsfield,
Massachusetts.

7. Scrap metal from the largest Ferris wheel ever built was used to build a large ship, the

U.S.S. lllinois, during

10.The first county fair in Wisconsin was held in (year).

12. are organizations in which younger people learn under the

direction of adult leaders.

1. invented the Ferris wheel.

are symbols that visually represent organizations.

2

8. The first county fair in Wisconsin was held in (city).

9. A man from Pittsfield, Massachusetts showed the first farm animals at a small
gathering in (year).

11. Exhibitors work on during the year to learn new skills and improve

existing skills.



